1. Historical Overview of the Georgia Constitution
· Key Facts:
· Number of constitutions and the years they were enacted.
· Important changes and the reasons behind each constitutional revision.
· Exam Focus:
· Dates and significance of each constitution.
· The evolution of rights and governmental structure over time.
· Study Tips:
· Create a timeline of constitutional changes.
· Compare and contrast the major differences between each version.
2. Structure of State Government
· Executive Branch:
· Detailed powers and limitations of the Governor.
· Roles of other executive officers and their impact on governance.
· Legislative Branch:
· Detailed structure and operational procedures of the Georgia General Assembly.
· Specific examples of passed legislation and its statewide impact.
· Judicial Branch:
· Comprehensive list of courts and their jurisdictions.
· Key judicial decisions that have shaped state law.
· Exam Focus:
· Responsibilities and powers of each branch.
· Process and impact of inter-branch relationships.
3. Powers and Responsibilities
· Police Powers, Taxation, and Eminent Domain:
· Case studies on how these powers have been applied.
· Legal boundaries and controversies surrounding these powers.
· Budgeting and Finance:
· Step-by-step process of state budget formulation.
· Role of the Georgia General Assembly in budget allocations.
· Education Oversight:
· Overview of educational policies and administrative bodies.
· Impact of state decisions on local school systems.
4. Rights and Liberties
· Georgia Bill of Rights:
· Detailed comparison with the U.S. Bill of Rights.
· Specific cases where these rights were contested or upheld.
· Civil Liberties:
· Discussion on liberties not protected under the Georgia constitution.
· Real-life implications of these rights on residents.
5. Amendments and Revisions
· Amendment Processes:
· Detailed explanation of how amendments are proposed, passed, and ratified.
· Historical amendments that have significantly altered governance.
· Key Amendments:
· In-depth study of controversial or impactful amendments.
6. Local Government and Administration
· Home Rule and its Limitations:
· Case studies demonstrating the application of home rule.
· Legal disputes resulting from local versus state powers.
· Departmental Functions:
· Specific responsibilities of departments like Natural Resources, Labor, and Public Health.
· How these departments interact with federal agencies.
7. Judicial Procedures and Legal Framework
· Legislation Types:
· Examples of general, local, and special legislation and their impacts.
· How legislation is reviewed for constitutionality.
· Consumer Protection:
· Detailed review of laws and cases related to consumer rights.
· Role of state offices in enforcing these laws.
8. Miscellaneous Topics
· State Symbols, Events, and Historical Figures:
· Significance and background of each state symbol and event.
· Biographies and political impacts of key figures like governors and legislators.
· Policy Reforms and Impact:
· Detailed examination of major policy reforms such as criminal justice or education reform.
9. Additional Resources
· Recommended Readings:
· Georgia’s Constitution and Government: Engstrom, Howard, and Fleischmann
· Georgia Constitution - https://sos.ga.gov/sites/default/files/2022-02/state_constitution.pdf
